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FROM THE PRINCIPAL’S OFFICE: 

 

Thank You Mr. Wahlbridge and Mr. Tapp 

On Veterans Day the T.I.S. Community held a special Veterans Day Assembly. The student run 

assembly provided the audience with the opportunity to sing a number of patriotic songs, listen 

to the fifth grade band perform as well as to learn some background information on Veterans 

Day. The highlight of the assembly was hearing from our two guest speakers, Army veteran Mr. 

Richard Walbridge and Marine Corps veteran and Tolland Veterans Recognition Commission 

Chair, Mr. Richard Tapp. Mr. Tapp talked to the student body about Veterans Day as well as the 

Tolland Veterans Commissions’ recent efforts to name two town bridges after two Tolland 

residents who lost their lives while serving during the Vietnam War. Mr. Wahlbridge delivered a 

moving speech in which he talked of his experiences and some of the sacrifices he and others 

have made in order to serve our country. Thanks to our Veterans Day speakers and our fifth 
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grade student assembly emcees, Meerah and Simon for doing such a terrific job running the 

assembly.  

 

 

HAWKS Against Hunger Food Drive 

Last week, the Tolland Intermediate School Student Council sponsored our annual HAWKS 

Against Hunger Food drive. The food drive was held November 13th thru November 17th. All 

items donated to the food drive will be delivered to the Tolland Food Pantry. Thanks to student 

council advisor Mrs. Kapolas, the student council and the entire T.I.S. Community for chipping 

in to help those in need.  

 



 

Friday Morning Video Announcements 

On Friday November --- the first edition of our Friday morning video announcements was aired 

to the entire T.I.S. Community. Members of the technology club produce our video 

announcements. All homerooms have the capability to air the announcements on classroom 

SMARTBoards. Any student may be selected to star in a video announcement segment. Students 

are selected through our weekly HAWK Card drawings.  

 

 

 

  



 

 

COFFEE WITH THE PRINCIPAL 

2017-2018 

 

Please join us at 9:15 at Tolland Intermediate School for coffee and conversation 

on the dates listed below.  Everyone welcome! 

 

Wednesday, September 20, 2017  Wednesday, January 17, 2018 

Wednesday, October 18, 2017   Wednesday, March 21, 2018 

Wednesday, November 15, 2017  Wednesday, April 25, 2018 

`Wednesday, December 20, 2017  Wednesday, May 16, 2018 

  



 
 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

 

DECEMBER 

 4  PTO @ TIS 

 8  Early Release (12:45) 

 8  PAJAMA DAY!!   

 12  Grade 5 Chorus Concert, 7:00 at TIS 

 13  Snowdate for Grade 5 Chorus Concert 

 20  Coffee with the Principals 

 22  Early Release (12:45) 

      25-29 WINTER BREAK 

  
  



 

 

WHAT’S HAPPENING AT T.I.S. 
 

Grade 3 

Third graders having been working hard before and after Thanksgiving break.  We are moving 

through a chapter in Math In Focus on Multiplication of 6, 7, 8, and 9.  We also did a few lessons 

on division.   

Students have been working on using multiplication and division to answer word 

problems.  Please be sure to have your child continue to practice multiplication, division, 

addition and subtraction facts, as we will be moving on to multiplying 3 digit numbers by 1 digit 

numbers.   

In Language Arts some classes are reading the Courage Of Sarah Noble to connect to Social 

Studies and the 1700's.  Classes are also working on the Celebrating Traditions unit.   

Writer's Workshop is underway and third graders are writing opinions papers on topics of their 

choice.  They are learning to convince others that their topics are important.   

In Social Studies the students comparing their lives to the lives of children and families in the 

1700's.  We are wrapping off this unit with learning about Nathan Hale, Yale University, and 

other important events, people and places in Connecticut.  We'll be starting a Science unit on 

States of Matter in the upcoming weeks.   

 

Grade 4 

September 2017 
 

We're back, and off to a great 2017-2018 school year! Our 4th graders seem excited and eager to 

see what the year will bring. In math we've started working with whole numbers for chapter 1 

and already jumped to chapter 2 continuing that work in estimation and number theory. Classes 

are hard at work to continue working on the multiplication fact fluency that will bring them 

wonderful success in math throughout the year. 

 

In science and social studies, we’re well underway in learning about plant and animal 

adaptations along with food webs. Students are able to think about what type of adaptations 

plants and animal need in order to survive in different habitats. And don’t forget about how 

important it is to learning about different map skills and the 7 continents and 5 oceans. 

 

In language arts, 4th grade is looking at story elements and structure in narrative focusing our 

first unit on realistic fiction. Not only do the students have the chance to read realistic fiction but 

they are also well underway writing their own realistic fiction pieces making sure to include 

character descriptions, setting, a problem, and the solution. 

 

October 2017 

Over 8 weeks into school and everybody seems to be adjusting great! Fourth grade is on a roll in 

so many different subject areas starting with math! We have completed Chapter 1 in Place Value, 



along with Chapter 2 working with Estimation and Number Theory, and everybody's on to 

Chapter 3 working with Whole Number Multiplication and Division. And like we always say 

“Practice makes perfect!”, because all that practice with multiplication facts is paying off! Keep 

up the great work. 

 

In social studies, we have also begun a new unit and moved on to the Northeast region. Map 

skills was a great foundation and will definitely help when looking at what the great Northeast 

has to offer. Science is still going strong with animal adaptations and food chains. We are just 

getting ready to wrap it up with the end of unit assessment for the animal portion and move on to 

plant adaptations. 

 

Language Arts has been scooting along with the end of unit assessment for Realistic Fiction and 

moving into book clubs that continue the focus on main characters, setting, the problem the 

characters face, the steps to the solution, and the theme (moral of the story). Classes have also 

had a chance to publish their first narrative pieces of fourth grade and our next unit we will be 

writing opinion pieces.  

 

Parent-teacher conference time is here and we all look forward to seeing you all. Have a fantastic 

fall and enjoy the beautiful weather! 

 

November 2017 

 

Can you believe we are in December and the New Year is right around the corner? It's amazing 

to think that 14 weeks of school have gone by! Our 4th grade classrooms are well on their way to 

becoming wonderful math Mathematicians. We finally finished our multiplication and long 

division unit, that we will be carrying throughout the year and we've moved on to Chapter 6 

Working with Fractions. The fact fluency practice is paying off, so keep up the great work with 

your kids! 

 

Language arts is going great with continued work in book club groups and our writing unit is 

well underway with opinion writing. The students really seem to enjoy the structure that goes 

along with this type of writing but also the opportunity to give their opinions on different subject 

matters and learning how to back them up with evidence from their own experiences and 

knowledge. 

 

Science is still chugging along with working on plant and animal adaptations. Even though this is 

the longest Science unit of the year, the kids really enjoy learning about the different habitats and 

adaptations of different species. In social studies, we are also moving along with our Northeast 

Region unit. Students learned about the first settlers that came from Europe in 1620 from 

Plymouth, MA right before the Thanksgiving Break, along with the 12 States that make up the 

northeast region.  

 

Parent teacher conferences went great and now we have student report cards to look forward to 

before the Winter break. We hope everyone has a safe and wonderful holiday and a Happy New 

Year!  

 



 

Grade 5 

Students are currently reading about the Titanic while learning about the structure of non-fiction 

texts. Students are also researching and gathering facts to write an informational piece on a 

Titanic topic. Students are choosing to write about the building of the ship, the classes of people, 

or the sinking of the Titanic. Some students plan on dressing up as first class passengers to 

celebrate their writing at the end of the month. 

In social studies, students are learning about early explorers and their purpose for exploring. 

Students will soon participate in an exploration simulation. Be sure to ask your child about their 

journey! 

 

Fifth grade mathematicians are becoming experts at computing fractions and mixed 

numbers.  Fifth grade teachers are impressed with how well the students have been able to add 

and subtract mixed numbers that include renaming.  It is a tough skill and the students have been 

up to the task.  The next step is applying that knowledge to solve real-world style problems.  We 

are sure they will do great. 

 

Students have finished the Earth, Moon, and Sun unit.  The 5th grade scientists are getting ready 

to start a unit on Sound Energy.  There should be lots of opportunity for demonstrations and 

hands on learning in this unit.  It is always one of the favorite science units. 

 

Fifth grade also just experienced their first grade-level PBIS assembly.  The students were put in 

groups of four and asked to build the tallest structure to support a marshmallow.  They were able 

to use 25 pieces of spaghetti, 1 meter of tape, 1 meter of string, scissors, and of course a 

marshmallow.  It was amazing to see some of the structures they were able to construct.  The 

highest marshmallow measured a whopping 72 centimeters high.  The students worked hard and 

were very well behaved.  Teachers and students are really looking forward to the next assembly. 

 

  



 Unified Arts Update for December 2017  

 Art ~ Library ~ Music ~ Physical Education  
 

Mrs. Bezzina - Art 

             
Third Grade: Do you know the primary or secondary colors?  Third graders will be learning all 

about color and will soon be painting.  Our vocabulary will be easy to remember because we will 

play a game using hula hoops and bean bags and make a huge color wheel on the floor.  Study 

the color wheel on the left to see what you remember about color. 

 

 

 
Fourth Grade: We have been studying portraits and looking at Leonardo DaVinci’s Mona 

Lisa.  This famous painting has been used in advertising and movies and is easily 

recognized.  We looked at her face and noticed that her eyes are in the middle of the 

head.  Everyone studied the proportions of facial features and then students created self-

portraits.    Some students had extra time and even made backgrounds.  

 

             



 

 
Fifth Grade: These six sculptures were made by fifth graders.  Most of the students have 

finished applying the plaster gauze and we will soon discuss acrylic paint.  Students will start 

painting early December and everyone will be required to wear a smock.  Please make sure your 

child has done his/her homework and brought a smock to art.  Acrylic paint is permanent when it 

is dry so students should wear old clothes and shoes on art days during the month of December. 

 

 

 
Mrs. Hill - Library Media 

December is Multicultural Month in the Library Media Center! 

We will be celebrating winter holidays around the world. 
Multicultural means bringing together ideas, beliefs or people from different countries and 

cultural backgrounds. When people of different cultures come together to celebrate and share 

their different traditions this is an example of a multicultural celebration. 

 

Third grade: Students will begin the multicultural unit working on their geo-literacy skills by 

learning their universal address. Ask your child if they can tell you their universal address, which 

is: planet Earth, the continent of North America, the country of the United States, the state of 

Connecticut, the town of Tolland, then their street address. Students will be creating a visual 

representation of their universal address to bring home. They will also be listening to 

multicultural winter holiday stories and music as they work on their project.  

 

Fourth grade and fifth grade:  Students will begin Multicultural Month with a Winter Holidays 

Internet Scavenger Hunt. They will read articles about Diwali, Christmas, Hanukkah, Three 

Kings Day, Las Posada, and Lunar New Year, then answer questions. The scavenger hunt also 

explores fun winter topics such as ice skating, hot chocolate, and snowmen. Next, students will 

review their universal address and the seven continents. Students will end the month by choosing 

a country to conduct a short research project on. They will collect basic country facts, but focus 

on the country’s winter holiday traditions. Fifth grade students will create a multimedia, digital 

“poster” with text, pictures, captions, graphics, and hyperlinks.  

 

 



 
 

Ms. Baker - Music/Chorus          
Musical theme for December: 

This month, TIS students are learning about Holidays Around the World. They will be singing 

songs and playing instruments from Kwanzaa, Hanukkah, Christmas, Three Kings day and many 

other winter holidays. Let’s celebrate diversity! 

 

Grade 3 general music: Third graders are learning about improvisation and creating their own 

music. Students will use their voices and non-pitched instruments to create short musical phrases 

which they will share with the class. 

 

Grade 4 general music: The fourth graders are learning about the music and geography of 

North america and South America. They are playing games, instruments, dancing and singing 

songs in Native American and Spanish. Students will be bringing their recorders back and forth 

to school in order to practice at home and learn new concepts about the recorder and reading 

music in the music classes. 

 

Grade 5 general music: The fifth graders are still creating, creating creating. They have 

performed their own hand jive verses. They just experienced melodic contour on the computers 

and putting together familiar melodies using melody cards. Next, they will be composing a four 

part rhythmic piece using African instruments to perform for the class as well as creating 

soundscapes with body percussion, vocal sounds and non- pitched instruments. 

 

Grade 5 Chorus: CONCERT TIME IS NOW: Tuesday, December 12, the TIS Gymnasium.  

The Spring concert will be on April 10th, so mark your calendars now. I’ll see you at the 

concert!!! 

 

 

Mrs. Marchesani - Band/Chorus                                   

Grade 4 Chorus:  Save the date!!! Chorus members are learning songs for their concert coming 

up on Tuesday, December 12th  at 7:00pm in the TIS GYM!  (The snow date is scheduled for 

December 14th ).  Ask your child to give you a musical preview of a fun Israeli folk song song, 



“Do-di-Li”!   The 4th Grade Chorus will combine with the 5th grade Chorus and sing several 

songs together with the at the winter concert.   

Grade 4 Band:  Band members are learning how to play “Jingle Bells” and other favorite 

tunes!  They are working hard to learn fingerings and proper embouchure (mouth position). 

Our Winter Concert is scheduled for Thursday, January 18, 2018, at Tolland Middle 

School.  Students report to the TMS Band room at 6:30 p.m. and the Concert begins at 7:00 

p.m.  (Snow date is:  January 19, 2017 at TMS).    Full Band rehearsal information:  the morning 

section  meets all year on Thursday mornings  in Mrs. Baker’s room, 136, from 8:00 to 8:50 

a.m. For students who cannot get to school for an 8 a.m. rehearsal, I also have a Tuesday Recess 

Band option, which meets in my room, 226.   

The 4th Grade Band will also play at our in-school assembly in December.   

Grade 5 Band:   The 5th Grade Band made their debut at the November 10th Veterans Day 

Assembly!  Their performance of “Regal March” was absolutely stellar!  The 5th grade Band 

will also play at our TIS in-school assembly in December.  Currently the 5th grade Band is hard 

at work mastering a variation on “This Old Man” aka “This Old Dude” and beginning to learn 

“Montego Bay”.  

5th Grade Full Band rehearsals meet Tuesday mornings from 8:00 to 8:50 a.m. in room 136 (Mrs. 

Baker’s room). This option is a great opportunity for Band members to play in a large ensemble 

with a variety of other instruments, boosts musicianship skills and provides a weekly “concert 

readiness” experience.  For students who cannot get to school for an 8 a.m. rehearsal, I also have 

a Tuesday Recess Band option which  meets in my room, 226. Our Winter Concert is scheduled 

for Thursday, January 18, 2018, at Tolland Middle School.  Students report to the TMS Band 

room at 6:30 p.m. and the Concert begins at 7:00 p.m.  (Snow date is: Friday, January 19, 2018). 

The 5th Grade Band Step-Up Concert with the 6th Grade TMS Band is scheduled for Friday, 

April 6, 2018, 6:00 to 7:00 p.m. and students report to TMS by 5:45 p.m.  This is always an 

exciting evening!  

Please contact me anytime with questions or concerns!  nmarchesani@tolland.k12.ct.us    860-

870-6885 x 40226 
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Mr. Downing – Physical Education   

Third grade: Students will be playing Newcomb, a volleyball lead-up game. Newcomb 

introduces students to the basics involved in the game of volleyball.    rt the t      

Fourth grade: Students will be starting the teamwork/cooperation unit.  Students will participate 

in a number of activities while in small groups.  The emphasis will be on planning, teamwork, 

and sharing ideas.   

Fifth grade: Students will continue the badminton unit.  

 

 

  



  Grade 4 Chorus  
Concert Information 

Concert date:  Tuesday evening, December 12, 2017 

    (Snow date, Thursday December 14, 

2017) 

Place:   TIS Gym 

Students arrive: 6:30 and report to room 226 

Concert begins: 7pm 

Concert dress: Appropriate for a performance 

Dress your best   

Extra Info:  Concert is jointly presented by the 4th & 

5th  

    Grade Choruses.     
 

“Back Stage”: Two parent volunteers are needed to assist 

Mrs. Marchesani with escorting Chorus 

students to and from room 226 and the Gym. 
 

Please contact me if you are able to help with “back stage”. Please contact me 

if your child needs special accommodations to participate in this activity or if 

you have any questions or concerns.    

 

Thank you,  



Mrs. Norma Marchesani  nmarchesani@mail.tolland.k12.ct.us    860-870-6885 

ext. 40226 
 

Please cut on dotted line and return the lower portion of this form to Mrs. Marchesani by November 

29, 2017. 

---------------------------------------------------------------

--------- 

I have read the 4th Grade Chorus concert information and understand the concert dress 

suggestions.   

 

I will bring my child to room 226 at 6:30pm on Tuesday, December 12, 2017.  I understand that 

my child’s concert begins at 7:00pm. 

 

Student _______________________________  Parent/Guardian 

_____________________________________ 

 

Classroom Teacher__________________________________  Date 

___________________________________ 
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Tolland Girl Scouts of Connecticut 

Presents… 

 

Just drop off the kids and enjoy a night out while 

they play games, eat pizza and watch a movie!  

When: Friday December 8th  

Where Tolland Recreation Center  

Time:  5:30 pm to 8:30 pm  

Ages:  Potty-trained children 3 & Up  

Cost:  $15 per child ($5 discount per child over two children)  

 This event is open to all Tolland Families   

 Tolland Girl Scouts and leaders will watch your children 

 Your children are welcome to bring blankets, pillows or stuffies 
 

Registration is limited – please register online:  

www.123contactform.com/form-3141745/Event-Registration-Form 

All proceeds benefit Tolland Girl Scouts 

http://www.123contactform.com/form-3141745/Event-Registration-Form
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Wear your pajamas to school Friday, December 8th in 
support of patients at Connecticut Children’s Medical 

Center!! 

 
Students and staff of (School Name) are invited to wear their PJ’s to school 

in honor of kids at Connecticut Children’s Medical Center. 

Thousands of children each year spend days, weeks or longer in PJ’s at the 

hospital while receiving care.  PJ Day for the Kids will help us show our 

support for these brave kids! 

Wear your pjs and make an optional donation of $1 or 

more.  
Donations will be collected at school on Friday, December 8th. 

For more information and to locate your team/school online to make a gift 

visit: give.connecticutchildrens.org/pjday 

Checks can be made to Connecticut Children’s Medical Center Foundation. 
  All proceeds benefit The Center for Cancer and Blood Disorders at 

Connecticut Children’s Medical Center. 



 

 

Save the Date: Saturday, January 20th, 2018 – Harlem Wizards are coming to 

town.  The PTO’s and Booster club have joined forces to bring in the Harlem 

Wizards basketball team for a community event, Saturday, January 20th at 

6:30pm (doors open at 5:30pm) .  The Harlem Wizards will be playing against our 

Tolland teachers.  On Dec 7th, students will be sent home with a flyer about the 

event and a ticket purchase order form.  Tickets and merchandise will also be sold 

online.  Check our Facebook Page (search Harlem Wizards Tolland) for additional 

details or the Harlem Wizards website: (www.harlemwizards.com). 

The Harlem Wizards Committee consists of Carol Kavanagh (TMS) - Tricia Byam 

(TEPTO) - Tabitha McKown (TEPTO) - Jackie Kolb (Booster club), Sheila Leach 

(Sponsorship Coordinator) and Matt Murphy (Teacher Teams and Referee 

Coordinator).  We are excited about putting on a fun event for the community as 

well as raising funds for the schools. Feel free to reach out to me if you have any 

other questions or are interested in helping out with the 

event.  Jackie.kolb@xlcatlin.com 

Dec 7th is a big day for TIS, as one of the Harlem Wizards will be making lunch 

time visits! 
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THE END 


